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a Call of the House. The motion is, shall the House go under
Call? All those in favor vcte aye, opposed nay. Record
the vote.

CLERK: 26 ayes, 1 nay, Mr. President, to go under Call.

PRESIDENT: Motion carried. The House again is under Call.
The Sergeant at Arms will see that all members are returned
to thelr desks, all unauthorized personnel leave the floor,
and all members will register your presences. The House is
under Call. At the time which all members are at their
desks, we shall proceed with the roll call vote on the
advance of LB 626. We still have two excused, same two?
Senators Kremer and Nichol are excused. Senator Higgins,
does that show you are not here or you are here? I am
trying to decipher. Would all members please, so we can
expedite the vote, would all members get to your desks so
that we can...1f the politicking hasn't been done now,

why 1t 1s not golng to make much difference. Senator Pirsch
is the only one and then we will be ready to vote. Senator
Pirsch is on her way, so as soon as Senator Pirsch arrives,
we will proceed with the roll call vote. Okay, we are
ready, Mr. Clerk, a roll call vote on the advance of LB 626.
Proceed.

CLERK: (Roll call vote taken. See pages 940 and 941,
Legislative Journal.)

PRESIDENT: The Clerk needs to verify the vote. Proceed,
Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: (Verifying vote read.) 24 ayes, 25 ayes, excuse me,
Mr. President, 19 nays on the motion to advance the bill.

PRESIDENT: The motion carries. LB 626 is advanced to E & R
Initial. Do you want to read some matters in at this time?

Senator Hefner, yes, motion to raise the Call. The Call is
ralsed.

CLERK: Mr. President, I have explanation of vote from
Senator Koch.

Senator DeCamp would move to reconsider the vote on Final
Reading of LB 421. That will be laid over.

Your committee on Urban Affairs whose Chairman 1s Senator
Landis reports LB 881 advanced to General File with com-
mittee amendments attached.

Mr. President, two new resolutions, LR 233 by Senator Schmit.
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ASSISTANT CLERK: 28 ay=s, 0 nays on the adoption of the
Carsten amendment.

SENATOR CLARK: The amendment is adopted. Anything further
on the bill?

ASSISTANT CLERK: Nothing further on the bill, Mr. Presi-
dent.

SENATOR CLARK: Senator Kilgarin.
SENATOR KILGARIN: I move we advance LB 705.

SENATOR CLARK: The motion is to advance LB 705, but Senator
Nichol wants to walt a while. Senator Nichol.

SENATOK NICHOL: Mr. Chalrman, there is an amendment that

we passed out this morning. Didn't I give you a copy of

it? And then also there 1s one other small amendment that
should be put on and I can have that ready after lunch, so

I would prefer to hold it until after lunch so that we don't
take it over to Final Reading and have to bring it back.

SENATOR CLARK: We will hold it until after lunch. Senator
Wesely, you had an announcement to make and then would you
like to recess us until 1:30 after this. Wailt, we have
some things to read in first.

ASSISTANT CLERK: Mr. President, I do have a series of
items to read in. Your committee on Ag and Environment
whese Chairman is Senator Schmit reports 893 to General
File with amendments. Your committee on Revenue whose
Chairman 1s Senator Carsten reports LB 816 to General File
with amendments. (See pages 984-986 of the Journal.)

New resolutions, LR 238 offered by Senator Koech. (Read LR 238
as found on pages 983 and 983 of the Legislative Journal.)
That resolution will be laid over.

LR 239 also offered by S.nator Koch. (Read LR 239 as found
on page 983 of the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. Presldent, your committee on Appropriations gives notice
of Executive Session on Saturday, March 6th at 8:00 a.m.

Finally, Mr. President, I have an amendment from Senator

Sehmit to be printed in the Journal. That amendment 1s to
LR 233. (See page 986 of the Journal.)
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CLER¥X: Mr. President, LR 233 offered by Senator Schmit. It
is found on page 941 of the Journal. (Read.) Mr. President,
Senator Schmit would move to amend the resolution. (Read

the Schmit amendment ac feund on page 1036, Leglislative
Journal.)

PRESIDENT: All right, Senator Schmit, do you want tc handle
that amendment first of all, so speaking to the amendment
to the Schmit...

SENATOR SCHMIT: Yes, Mr. President, I move the adoption of
the amendment. The amendment adds the State of South Dakota
or North Dakota to the one group of states that are involved
that are called the Central Interstate Group in the disposal
of low-level radiocactive waste and I move that the state,
the name be added to that group. They are a part of it.

It was inadvertently left out originally.

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Newell. Do you
wish to speak to the amendment to the resolution. All
right. Any further discussion on the Schmit amendment to
LR 233? Senatcor Schmit, willl that be your conclusion then?

SENATOR SCHMIT: No closing.

. PRESIDENT: All right, motion then is the adoption of the
Schmit amendment to LR 233. All those in favor vote aye,
opposed nay. Record the vote.

CLERK: 33 ayes, 0 nays, Mr. President, on adoption of
Senatcr Schmit's amendment.

PRESIDENT: Motion carries. The Schmit amendment 1is adopted.
Any further amendments, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: Nothing further, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: We are now on the resolution as amended. Senator
Schmit.

SENATOR SCHMIT: (Mike off) describes what has been taking
place in the last year since the Governor appointed Mr. Dan
Drain as his representative to a group of states that were
studying the possibility of developing interstate compact
legislation for the disposal of low-level radioactive waste.
The Leglslature appointed myself as the legislative repre-
scentative to that group. Mr. Drain and 1 after a series of
conferences found that we agreed on virtually all aspects
of the problem that exists today, and as a result of that, we
. made an agreement then when the meetings were held it was
most likely because of the distance traveled that only one
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of us would need to attend the various conferences. I did

attend one of the conferences. Mr. Drain attended the

rest of them and there is a possibility that compact legis-

lation will be introduced by several groups. Mr. Drain and

I feel very strongly that the group that we describe here

with which we are aligned 1s the group that is most likely

for us to be associated with because of the similarity of

the generation of waste in the varlous capacities, the simi-

larity of population, and the similarity in topography and

geography of the land involved. I believe we need to recog-

nize the generation of these wastes are a fact of 1life. They

ar= generated by hospitals, by medical cliniecs, by many other

lowlevel generators. They contribute greatly to the quality

of life here 1in Nebraska so we must face the necessity of

the disposal of these wastes and to dispose of them in a man-

ner that is the least hazardous to the public. The state has

a great deal to beneflt from this type of compact legislation.

I would hope that the Leglslature would adopt this resolution

and, thereby, give us the direction we need to further put

together the type of legislation that would allow Nebraska

to jecin these other states to provide a single repository

for these wastes. It does not make much sense for each state

to develop the kind of repository that 1s necessary for the

safe disposal of these wastes when perhaps a number of states
. could join together, by so doing decrease the cost, and decrease

the problems that are attenuating to the disposal of that waste

So I would move for the adoption of the resolution.

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Just a couple of questions, if I could,
Senator Schmit. I guess we are belng asked to give some
direction, once again, what was the reason that the Leglislature
at this time is belng called upon to glve this direction?

SENATOR SCHMIT: The past year, Mr. Drain, representing the
Governor, and myself, representing the Legislature, as the
Chairman of the Committee on Agriculture and Environment,
have been participating in discussions designed to attempt
to produce legislation that could be effectively modeled
~after the kind of compact leglslation vhe states would join
in to jointly dispose of low-level radioactive waste. The
hearings and meetings have been held over the past year and
there is a very good possibility that we will want to Join
one of these groups. If we do not joln a group of other
states, then Nebraska will be faced with the necessity of
providing for our own disposal system for low-level radio-
active waste. Under the present system there are states
that have shown an interest in becoming the repository for
. this type of material and there are some benefits and, of
course, some responsibilities that are involved with being

8398



Mareh 8, 1982 LR 233

the repository for the low-level waste. We do not know at
this time which state or which of the several states might
decide to be involved but it is my belief that we have
everything to gain and nothing to lose by becoming a part
of the Central Interstate Group which I have described here
in the resclution.

SENATOR BEUTLER: I guess the question I am asking is what

are the advantages of becoming a part of that group as opposed
to the other and why does the Legislature have to pass a
resoluticn as opposed to simply waiting for the proposed
legislation?

SENATOR SCHMIT: Well, number one, I will answer the first
question first. The advantages of the Central Interstate
Group are these. The states as I have...let me name them
for you, Chris, Senator Beutler, so that we have them.

The states are Arkansas, Iowa, Kansas, Loulslana, Minnesota,
Missouri, Oklahoma, and North Dakota. Those states are for
the most part similar in size and similar iIn the amount of
waste which they generate. If you will look at the other
states, Illinois, Maryland, Delaware, Indiana, some of those
states gen-rate much higher levels of waste than does Nebraska
by virtue of the population, by virtue of the industrial
nature of thelr generators. So if we were to join the Central
Interstate group, we are Joining a group which have similar
interest, similar generators, similar type populations, et
cetera. The second reason why we should pass the resolution
is to give some sense of direction as to whether or not this
Legislature feels we should joln in compact legislation in
order that we would be able to join the group. Otherwise

it would be...1t might be an exercise in futility and it may
not really be Jjustified for myself and Mr. Drain, either of
us, to pursue further meetings 1if the Legislature does not
signify an interest in some sort of compact legislation.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Let me Just ask you one final question,
Senator Schmit. By Jjoining the Central Interstate Group,
that 1s the one we would be Jjoining, right?

SENATOR SCHMIT: That 1s right.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Is the likelihood of having those disposal
facilities in the State of Nebraska any greater or not greater
than 1f we Joined the other group, in you opinion? Does
Joining one group or another, does that make any difference
with regard to the likelihood of having those types of facili-
tles located in Nebraska?

SENATOR SCHMIT: Very likely 1t would not make much difference,
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Senator Beutler. I would think that Nebraska would probably
not be the site or location for the disposal of those wastes
but we certainly would not want to be, in my opinion, a
repository for wastes that were generated in, for example,
the State of Illinols because of the tremendous amount they
would generate contrasted with the waste that we would gen-
erate.

PRESIDENT: One minute, Senator, on your time.

SENATOR SCHMIT: We would T do not believe probably be the
repository if we Jolned the Central Interstates because

there are states such as Kansas whilch have salt mines and
other areas which lend themselves very well as a disposal

site and, in fact, there are some people in Kansas who are
interested in becoming repositories, not only Kansas, how-
ever, I might add, but the point 1is this, ignoring the fact
does not cause those low-level wastes to go away. We are
going to continue to generate them and they must be acknowledged
and disposed of in some manner, and if we do not joln a group,
then we must provide some sort of despository here in the
State of Nebraska at some time in the future.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Thank you, Senator Schmit. T just wanted
to get a little better feel for what kind of policy deci-
slon we are making here today and 1t does appear to be some-
thing that has to be done or should be done and I certailnly
am supporting the resolution. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Before we go to the next speaker, we have up here
in the North balcony some 6 students from Senator Wesely's
District, from Riley School. Mrs. Hintz is their teacher,

up 1n the North balcony, would you wave to us. Welcome to
your Unicameral. Welcome. The Chalr recognizes Senator

Vard Johnson.

SENATOR VARD JOHNSON: Mr. Speaker, members of the body, I
have a few questions of Senator Schmit.

PRESIDENT: Senator Schmit, will you respond?
SENATOR SCHMIT: Yes, I will try.

SENATOR VARD JOHNSON: A couple of months ago, Senator Schmit,
I met with some people from the League of Women Voters in
Omaha who expressed interest in the nuclear waste compact

and what they specifically said was that they had not been
afforded any opportunity by Dan Drain to meet with him to
discuss what was happening with the compact, to provide
comments of their own concerning ccompact formation, to pro-
vide comments of thelr own concerning possible site locations
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for the low-level nuclear waste disposal areas and the 1like.
Do you have any information as to what has happened 1in terms
of public input to the decision making in this area?

SENATOR SCHMIT: There has been a group of people who have
met with Mr. Draln and myself on a number of occasions. It
is a very informal group and I am sure there are persons

who are League representatives who are part of some of those
groups. I have not been ccntacted myself directly by any
member of the League even though I am listed as a repre-
sentative and I am so designated. I have no objection what-
soever to receiving input from the League of Women Vcters
and I would certalnly encourage them to contact me and I
know that Mr. Drain would also encourage them to contact him.

SENATOR VARD JOHNSON: I assume, Senator Schmit, that once

we pass this resolution and the State of Nebraska does enter
into a compact with the Central states, that when it becomes
necessary for us to actually develop legislation that deals
with siting, as I assume 1t would have to be done leglslatively,
that during the course of the development of such legislation,
there would be adequate opportunity for public input, elther
through the public hearing process in front of committees or
informally through indirect contacts. Would that be correct?

SENATOR SCHMIT: Yes, Senator Johnson, 1n fact, the Department
of Environmental Control plans to hold public meetings this
summer clear across the state in order to give the public

the opportunity to make comments relative to the type of
leglislation that we should draft.

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Thank you very much.
PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Newell.

SENATOR NEWELL: Senator Schmit, I also have some concerns
and I would like to get your attentilon, 1f I could.

PRESIDENT: Senator Schmit.

SENATOR NEWELL: Let me ask very simply, the proposed
resolution will have, and very succinctly, if you would,
will have what sort of impact? Is thils urging the Depart-
ment to explore the compact? Is this ratifying activities
that have gone on and ratifying the formation of this
compact? Just what exactly is the legal status of this
resolution?

SENATOR SCHMIT: The resolution will do two things, Senator

Newell. Number one, it will provide direction to the
Department of Environmental Control to organize the public
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meetings which I have Just described to Senator Johnson.
Number two, it will give the credibility of the Leglslature
behind the efforts of myself and Mr. Drain to attend future
meetings withthe Central states group in order to draft
compact legislation. ithout the passage of this resolution,
it would be perhaps unwise and certainly in my estimation
ridiculous for us to attend future meetings.

SENATOR NEWELL: All right, how have we decided that the
Central states group is the group that we are going to join?
I mean, how did we arrive at that designation?

SENATOR SCHMIiT: Senator Newell, myself and Mr. Drain have
attended a number of these meetings. Some of them have been
held in Oklahoma City primarily with the Central states group.
The other mectirngs have been held in Chicago with the other
group. It was obvious to Mr. Drain and myself that Nebraska
interests were better served by joining with the Central Inter-
state Group and that is why I am asking for the adoption of
this resolution.

SENATOR NEWELL: Senator Schmit, has your committee held public
hearings in regard to this resolution and the groupings of
states that basically we are proposing to Jjoiln at this point

in time?

SENATOR SCHMIT: My committee has not held hearings, Senator
Newell.

SENATOR NEWELL: Senator Schmit, don't you think this would

be a good thing to do is at thils point in time have the public
have input and come to fully understand just why we have

made the decislions that we have that are propcsed in this
resolution? I mean it really 1sn't as prelimlnary as you have
been suggesting, is it?

SENATOR SCHMIT: I believe it is very preliminary, Senator
Newell. The hearings that the Department of Environmental
Control will hold this summer will provide the public input.
The Legislature's Ag and Environment Committee will also
hold a hearing, @t least one hearing and maybe more, to
provide for input in that manner, and if it should be the
decision as the result of these hearings that we should
Join some other group, then we are still in a position to
do so.

SENATOR NEWELL: All right, then let me ask you this then,
Senator Schmit, and let me explain my concern real quickly.
This is a very important 1issue. I mean it 1s more important
and I think has an impact potentlally greater than I may

even imagine but it is for that reason that I would urge this
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body to go slow. Would you accept an amendment to your
resolution which indicates on number two that the State of
Nebraska, and I can agree with number one, but number two,
the State of Nebraska declares 1t will join the Central
Interstate Group, how about the word "intends" or "it 1is
the irtention of the State of Nebraska to join". 1In other
words, somethinga little less positive, a 1little less bind-
ing, if you will, more to indicate the intent and then also
add a Section 3 which talks about the public hearings that
will be...pending the public hearings that will go on this
summer by the Department.

SENATOR SCHMIT: Well, Senator, I would not accept an amend-
ment at this time and I willl tell you why...

PRESIDENT: One minute, Senator Newell.

SENATOR SCHMIT: ...because of the fact that I believe it is
important that we give some absolute direction so that the
public knows what we intend to do, so that if the public
decides that 1t 1is not in our Interest to do that, it will
then come out and let us know that that 1s what they want

us to do (interruption).

SENATOR NEWELL: Thank you, Senator, that is enough. I want
to take the few seconds I have left then to urge that this
body not accept this amendment. If I can get mine drafted
while somebody else speaks, I will offer the amendment that
I had indicated which will be a 1ittle less certain. I
think that it 1s 1mportant, in fact imperative, that the
public have an opportunity to become further aware and fully
understand the ramifications of this commitment. I think
that at this point in time Senator Schmit 1is wrong by saying
we are going to make this commitment and, then 1f the public
i1s angry, we may change it. I think that 1s poor public
policy. It 1s the wrong way to go. 1 would feel more
comfortable, and I can appreciate Senator Schmit not wanting
his committee to hold hearings at this point in time if the
Department 1s going to do that later on but I think it is
essentlal, imperative, if you will, that we provide a little
more public input into something that can be as important

as thils compact and the negotiations that are involved. So
with that in mind I urge, if I cannot offer my amendment, 1if
I don't have time, I urge you to reject thils resolution, and
if I do have time, I urge you to support my amendment.

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Kahle.
SENATOR KAHLE: Well, Mr. President and members, I haven't

mentioned it lately but some of the new members may not
know it but I served for two years on the Environment Control
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Council before coming into the Legislature. At that time
we were already talking about this very problem and here

it 1s almost six years later and we are still talking about
the problem and nothing has been done. It is a serious
problem because this waste that we are talking about, I
don't know where it is right now, but it 1s not being taken
care of properly, and as we increase the use of it in our
hospitals and in other sources, we must find a place to
deposit this stuff when we are through with it that 1s the
least obnoxious and the least dangerous to our society and

I think that is exactly what they are trying to do with the
compact and it 1s utterly ridiculous to think each state
needs to have one of their own. How we are going to come
out I don't know. I hope the other states don't all dump
theirs in Nebraska but I support Senator Schmit's amendment.
I think it is a step in the right direction and long overdue.
Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Senator Schmit, will you close on your resolution?

SENATOR SCHMIT: I would just like to give Senator Newell a
chance to offer his amendment if it is possible. I am not
trying to preclude by means of...may I speak to my own
resolution again while he 1is drafting hils amendment, Mr.
President? I would just like to say this, number one, that
if you will read the first portion of the resolution it
says that the Legislature urges the State of Nebraska to
align themselves with a group of states for the proper man-
agement of low=level radioactive waste. Number two, the
Department of Environmental Control has already held
several public meetings. The public has had input already.
We intend to have further input. Number three, this Legils-
lature passes far too many innocuous resolutions without
direction, without any sense of urgency. I agree with
Senator Newell, this 1s an important resolution. I agree
with Senator Kahle, it is an important resolution and it

is not going to go away and we have been discussing it for
a long while. If someone thinks that we are going to stop
all the use of X-ray, whether it is medical people, dental
people, et cetera, and all of the other generators of
low=1level waste by not adopting this resolution, then you
are being foollsh. To say that to do this as I have sug-
gested 1s to tle us 1into one group of states 1is not

factual either. We have plenty of opportunity to join
other states. For Senator Newell to be concerned that we
have not researched the matter is not valid because we
have. I outlined the reasons why it was determined that it
would be preferable for us to Jjoin the Central Interstate
Group. I would hope that the Legislature after Senator Newell
has offered hils resolution will reject the resolution...the
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amendment, will reject the Newell amendment and vote for the
resolution as it was introduced, and the resolution was

not drafted casually, it was not drafted flippantly. It

was drafted Intently and specifically and I hope that you
will leave it that way. You will have the opportunity, of
course, to take other action at some other time if you
choose to do so but I believe 1t is important that we be
specific in this type of resolution rather than to be vague.

PRESIDENT: Before we take up the Newell amendment, the
Chair takes great pleasure in introducing to the Legisla-
ture three distinguished visitors from Tunisia. They are
seated under the South balcony, and would the alstinguished
visitors stand up and be recognized please as I mention
your name, first, Mr. Moussa, Forelgn Policy Counselor to
the Prime Minister and Political Counselor to the Prime
Minister, Mr. Moussa; and then he 1s accompanied by his
finance, Ms. Boughrara. Would ycu stand and be recognilzed,
Ms. Boughrara. And then Ms. Raccagni, who 1s the U. S. Escort-
Interpreter. Would you stand. Welcome to all of you to
the only Unicameral Legislatur: in the United States. Mr,
Clerk, amendment on the desk. Read the amendment.

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Newell would move tc amend
LR 233: (Read Newell amendment found on page 1036, Legis-
lative Journal.)

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Newell.

SENATOR NEWELL: T apologlze for my hurried writing style
but that is in fact the resolution. Basically I would like
to eamend in the "Therefore, be 1t resolved section..." under
number two, it says, "The State of Nebraska declares 1its
"intent to Jjoin" instead of "will join", and then a new
Section 3 which says that the Legislature urges the Depart-
ment of Environmental Control to hold public hearings this
summer. The essence of this issue, and I think it 1s very
simple, is that because of the importance of this issue,
and because of the importance that the public places on the
whole question of nuclear waste, it is important that we
hold these public hearings before we make a final decision
and it 1s important that we indlcate to the public that
that decision has not already been made. I myself have
not been privy to Senator Schmit's efforts. I have not
been privy to Senator Kahle's efforts. I have not been
privy to what the Department of Environmental Control has
previously heretofore done, and not only have I not been
privy, but I have not felt particularly satisfied in the
floor debate that we have the kind of information that I
think we as a Leglslature and the public in general need
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to have on an issue as potentially important as this one.
Now I think that it 1s important 1f in fact, as Senator
Schmit has 1ndicated, that we can change this if we should
decide to later on that we make 1t clear at this point in
time that we intend to do that, and I think 1t is also
important that when we make the final decision, whether it

pe written In the statute or whether it be done by resolu-
tion again, that we have before us all the information on

how that decision was made, the other compact opportunities
that we may have made. I, personally, have no problem what-
soever with the compact. I think it is the right way to

go. It is the obvious way to go. And I may not have any
concerns at all about the Central states compact but I don't
know enough at this polnt in time, and nelther do many of

my constituents who want, who are interested in thils subject,
know whether or not this is the correct way to go and all my
resolutlon suggests 1s that we declare our intent and then
hold public hearings, our intent to join the Central states
compact, and then hold public hearings so that the public
will have the opportunity to fully understand how that
decision was made, whether or not it i1s in their best
interest, whether or not it will in fact serve us well in
the years to come. And it is with that in mind that I offer
this amendment. It is with that in mind is why I urge this
body to accept this amendment. I don't think we need to
hurry so rapidly that the public will not be given full oppor-
tunity to provide what little input they may have or what
great 1nput they may have.

PRESIDENT: The Chailr recognizes Senator Schmit, and then,
Senator Goodrich, you will follow.

SENATOR SCHMIT: Mr. President and members of the Legislature,
and Serator Newell, I just want to tell you that we are not
exactly galloping along toward a decision in this area. It
was in 1971 that I created the Department of Environmental
Control by introduction of a bill which subsequently did do
the things that we are trying to do here under this resolu-
tion. Number two, the Legislature does by the adopticn of
this resolution signify our intent to join a particular group.
That decision was also not made clandestinely. It was made

in publie, it was made in the view of the public, and many
groups have participated in the discussions that have led to
that. The fact that maybe you did not 1s through no fault

of your own. You are a very busy man and you cannot be
expected to attend all of the hearings of the Ag and Environ-
ment Committee or those hearings that deal with low=-level
radiocactive waste. That is why we have an assignment of
responsibilities. That 1s why we ask for the responsibility
to be designated and we ask for recommendations from groups.
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All of us serve on various committees and all of us are
requested and required and expected to come up with recom-
medations. For us to provide to you or to this body a

vague resolution would result in these things. Number one,
it will result in the resumption of attendance at a variety
of meetings across the state from several groups. And we
have tried that, we have attended those meetings. We have
decided that it is best for us to attend the conference of
the Central Interstate Group for the reasons I have given
you. Now if you want to go back to the resumption of travel
to the various states of all of the attended expense and
publicity involved, fine, but you will serve no purpose,
Senator Newell, except to increase the expense, increase the
amount of time necessary to reach some kind of conclusion,
and I want to tell you thils, that if we are golng to draft
compact legislation, then it 1is important that we know with
which group we are going to be working as soon as possible.
If we begin another round of visits, you might say, with

the varilous states, we are not going to be engaged in the
annual drafting, in the actual drafting, and that 1s impor-
tant. As you know, leglslation, compact legislation must

be approved werd for word by all of the states. It is not

an easy matter to get the type of consideration that results
in that type of legislation. You say we should not hurry

on this alone, perhaps you feel that by ignoring the problem,
1t will go away. This will not go away. The problem 1s here.
It 1s going to continue to be with us. Now we can continue
to ignore it. We can find ourselves on the outside and

then we will be faced with the expense and the necessity of
providing for our own or we can follow the procedure which
was established some time ago for the adoption of a compact
with the states which I have indicated. As a result of
hearings held thils summer, as a result of public input, the
decision 1s made to go with some other group, that can still
be done, but I want to say and say to the members of this body
that the public 1is going to be far better advised if we pass
a resolution that says we shall join a certain number of
states than 1f we say we intend to join a group of states or
we may Joln a group of states and we may not. I believe

that this body has the responsibility to the public to let
the public know what we intend to do, and if then they decide
that what we intend to do 1s detrimental to the public inter-
est, they can (interruption)...

PRESIDENT: One minute, Senator Schmit.
SENATOR SCHMIT: ...to us and oppose it and then we must not
take action but to leave it up in the air is a disservice to

the public. I have no intention of hiding behind that kind of
language. I do not belleve the Legislature of the State of

T 8407



March 8, 1982 LR 233

Nebraska wants to hide behind that language and I know for
certain that Senator Newell does not want to hide behind
vague and uncertain language.

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Goodrich.

SENATOR GOODRICH: Mr. President, and members of the body,

I rise in opposition tc the Newell amendment and I do it for
a couple of reasons, number one, we have got to pass a resolu-
tion in a positive vein so that the other states will then
know we are golng to join them, these other midwest states
are golng to know that we will join them in a compact, and
we then are going to be received into the debate over that
sort of an issue. If we don't enter into 1t in a positive
veln, then they are going to say, wait, Nebraska, until you
have indicated by your Legislature that you intend to join
us in this kind of a thing. If you don't pass it in a
positive vein, they will exclude us from the conferences

and we will have no voice in it. Number two point, and the
most strongest point of all, is that if we don't join a
compact, we will then be all by ourselves and there 1s no
surer way of guaranteeing that we will have a nuclear waste
deposit site in Nebraska than to not joln a compact. What
it bolls down to 1is we can 1in the conferences with the other
states select a site that is acceptable to the total group,
possibly not in Nebraska, a heck of a lot better chances of
it not being 1iIn Nebraska if we joln the compact. If we
don't Joln the compact, we are absolutely guaranteeing that

we will have to have a site of our own to deposit it here

in Nebraska. Why wouldn't we? If we won't join the com-
pact, they won't accept our waste so, consequently, we have
to have one here 1n Nebraska to supply our own needs. So

I urge the body to reject the Newell amendment, number one,
and then pass thils compact so that we at least will be in the
picture with the other groups and can find a waste site not

in Nebraska preferably. I ask you to reject the Newell amend-
ment.

PRESIDENT: We ar: ready for your closing, Senator Newell.

SENATOR NEWELL: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,

I kind of wonder what the debate 1s. T would like to explain
one more time what my amendment does, and I listened to
Senator Goodrich and he says we have got to indicate our
intent to join. That 1s what my resolution says. It says,
we change "will join" to "intent to join". We intend to

join and then my resolution goes and adds a Section 3 and
says we urge the Department to hold hearings so that the
public can understand the merits of the proposal. What I

am saying 1s 1s that I want a compact. There isn't anybody

848



March 8, 1982 LR 233

that doesn't want a compact. That 1s not the issue here.

The issue 1is whether or not we should say through resolution
which according to Senator Schmit is binding that we will
join the Central states and I am saying that we ought to
allow, and that may in fact be the best decision, I mean

I really do not know, but let me say this, as best as I can
determine this 1s not a committee resolution, this is a
resolution by Senator Schmit. As best as I can determine
there have not been public hearings on a weighty decision

to join a compact, which compact, et cetera. I am saying,
fine, if we need to proceed and I doubt not that we need

to proceed, and I do want to join a compact for the same
reason Senator Goodrich indicates, but I don't think we

ought to say we will join this compact or we ought to make
that decision at this point in time without public hearings,
without some understanding by the public, without a recogni-
tion by at least the Ag "~mmittee and all the other folks
that are involved in how that decision was arrived at. And
that is all I am proposing here is to have a little more
public input before we make a final decision as to which
compact we join. Now I agree with Senator Schmit whose
arguments were not everybody can understand everything and
just because you don't understand, Dave, doesn't mean we
can't proceed. I absolutely agree with that, Senator Schmit,
but that 1s not what I am asking for. I am saying, let's
indicate our intent. No question, we are indicating our
intent with this resolution and then let's have public hear-
ings. I am sure that Senator Schmit who has indicated that
the Department intends to have public hearings would not
oppose that, and so basically we are baslically saying, yes,
this 1s our intent. We are going to have public hearings.
The public will have an opportunity to know but we have not
made a final decision. Senator Schmit indicates we are going
to have to make a final decislon through legislative actilon
anyways and so let's do it then as opposed to now. Let's

not change if the change is needed or desired. This will

not weaken the resolution. This will further clarify Senator
Schmit's intent. With that in mind, and also signal to the
public that we do encourage some public input on this very
important issue, and I think we do encourage some public input
on this very important issue. It is with thils in mind that

I urge this Legislature to look at the substance of my amend-
ment and not at all the extraneous issues that have been
brought up about whether to join a compact or not. Thank
you.

PRESIDENT: The question before tne House 1is the adoption
of the Newell amendment to LR 233. All those in favor vote
aye, opposed nay. Senator Newell, what do you want to do?
Record the vote.
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CLERK: 8 ayes, 21 nays, Mr. President, on adoption of
Senator Newell's amendment.

PRESIDENT: Motion failed and any further amendments, Mr. Clerk?
CLERK: I have nothing at this time, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Senator Schmit, did you...Senator Newell, did
you wish to discuss now the resolution as it is? Senator
Newell.

SENATOR NEWELL: I want to ask Senator Schmit a guestion or
two. Senator Schmit, is 1t your intention this resolution
will bind us to jolning the Central states before we have
had public input?

SENATOR SCHMIT: I have told you, Senator Newell, that the
resolution does not bind us. It is specific in that it
says we shall Jjoin the Central states but nothing can be
done until we have a bill before us. We are going to, as
I have told you earlier, hold public hearings. We have held
public hearings in the past. The Ag and Environment Com-
mittee had an interim resolution upon it. The decision

to joln the Central states was resolved at that and the
discussions held by myself, Mr. Drain and others. The
function of the compact, Senator Newell, is primarily an
executive function...thank you, Senator Newell.

SENATOR NEWELL: Just a moment...yes, I just want to ask
specific questions to get specific answers. Is it your in-
tentions to have your committee, Ag and Environment, hold
hearings or is i1t a commitment to have the Department hold
hearings? What 1s the situation 1n terms of the hearings,
very briefly?

SENATOR SCHMIT: The Department will hold hearings, period.
The Committee on Agriculture and Environment will hold
hearings, period.

SEBATOR NEWELL: You will both hold hearings?

SENATOR SCHMIT: We will both hold hearings.

SENATOR NEWELL: And that is a commitment?

SENATOR SCHMIT: That is a commitment. I want to reassure
you again, the reason the Department does that 1s because

of the executive nature of the function.

SENATOR NEWELL: And the reason that the committee does
that 1s because of....?%
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SENATOR SCHMIT: It is because the Legislature, the executive
can do nothing without legislative approval, therefore, we
have been invited to participate.

SENATOR NEWELL: And lastly but not leastly, you assure us
that it can in fact be changed if the public's decision 1s
not that this is best for us, the Central states compact is
best for us? That 1s, in fact, an assurance, right?

SENATOR SCHMIT: That is my assurance to you, Senator Newell.

SENATOR NEWELL: All right, with that in mind I will not
oppose the resolution.

SENATOR CLARK PRESIDING
SENATOR CLARK: Senator Schmit, do you wish to close?

SENATOR SCHMIT: Thank you very much, Mr. President. I

accept your gracious offer of support, Senator Newell.

I hope it does not cost the resolution any support. I

want to urge the body to support the resolution for the

reasons I have given you earlier and I assure you that

it is necessary tnat we proceed in the manner in which

we are doing. I think that to do otherwlse is an irresponsible
act and I would hope that we will not do that. I urge the
passage of the resolution.

SENATOR CLARK: The question before the House is the adoption
of the resolution. All those 1In favor vote aye, opposed vote
nay. FEecord the vote. Voting aye.

CLERK: Senator Clark voting yes. 36 ayes, 0 nays, Mr.
President, on the motion to adopt the resolution.

SENATOR CLARK: The resolution is adopted. Next resolution
is 234,

CLERK: Mr. President, LR 234 offered by Senator Goodrich
found on page 942 of the Journal. (Read.)

SENATOR CLARK: Senator Goodrich.

SENATOR GOODRICH: Mr. President, members of the body,
as the Clerk has just read, this 1s the resolution to
remind the general public of the victims of crime. We
passed this kind of a resolution in 1980 session. We
passed it in the 1981 sessinn, and now I am asking you
to pass it in the 1982 session here, and just as a
general reminder to the gensral public, to the judicilal
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LB 571, 687, 817, 8HI, 852

PRESIDENT LUEDTKE PRESIDING

PRESIDENT: Prayer this morning by Pastor Leland Oswald,
First Mennonite Church here In Lincoln.

PASTOR LELAND OSWALD: (Prayer offered.)

PRESIDENT: Roll call. Have you all registered your presence?
Record the presence, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: There 1is a quorum present, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: A quorum being present, Mr. Clerk, are there
any corrections to the Journal?

CLERK: I have no corrections this morning, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: The Journal will stand as published. Any
other messages, reports or announcements?

CLERK: Mr. President, your committee on Enrollment and
Review respectfully reports we have carefullyexamined

LB 817 and recommend that same be placed onSelect File with
E & R amendments; and LB 852 with E & R amendments.

Mr. President, your committee on Miscellaneous Subjects
whose Chairman 1is Senator Hefner instructs me to report

LB 687 advanced to General File with committee amendments
attached; and LB 81 advanced to General File with committee
amendments attached.

Mr. President, LR 231, 233, 23*1, 237, 238, and 239 are ready
for your signature.

PRESIDENT: While the Legislature is in session and capable
of doing business, | propose to sign and I do sign LR 231,
LR 233, LR 234, LR 237, LR 238, and LR 239.

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Clark would like to print
amendments to LB 571 in the Legislative Journal.

PRESIDENT: All right, Mr. Clerk. While we are waiting to get
started 1 think that we should recognize that Senator Kil-
garin is going to have...she is really getting old, she is
going to have a birthday tomorrow, I think all of 24, Is
that right? | think we should all wish her a happy birthday,
particularly since she is supplying cookies this morning.
Happy Birthday. Senator Labedz, we probably ought to con-
sider whether you want to go with LB 824 on motions.
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